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SUB J : GOG DECLARES NATIONAL DAY OF MOURNING 

SUMMARY: EMOTIONS CONCERNING DEATHS OF GUYANESE IN CUBAN 
AIRLINER CRASH REMAIN HIGH AND GOG HAS DECLARED OCTOBER 14 
TO BE NATIONAL DAY OF MOURNING. UNLESS DEPARTMENT 
PERCEIVES OBIECTION, I INTEND TO SEND A MESSAGE OF 
SYMPATHY ON BEHALF OF EMBASSY. SOVIETS HAVE ALREADY ONE 
SO AND THE BRITISH ARE SENDING MESSAGE TODAY. END SUMMARY. 

1 . DURING CABINET MEETING OCTOBER 12, GOG DECIDED TO 
DECLARE OCTOBER 14 A DAY OF NATIONAL MOURNING FOR THE 
GUYANESE WHO DIED IN THE RECENT CUBAN AIRLINER CRASH. 

ALL FLAGS ARE TO BE FLOWN AT HALF-STAFF AND ALL GUYANESE 
HAVE BEEN ASKED TO WEAR BLACK ARM BANDS OR OTHER SIGNS 
OF MOURNING. FOLLOWING THE CABINET MEETING IT WAS 
ALSO ANNOUNCED THAT PRIME MINISTER BURNHAM WILL 
ADDRESS A MASS RALLY ON OCTOBER 17, "IN 
RECOGNITION OF THE CAUSE FOR WHICH THE 1 1 GUYANESE, 

ALONG WITH THE OTHERS, DID...." 
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2. MESSAGES OF SYMPATHY FROM ABROAD HAVE BEGUN 
TO APPEAR IN THE GOG-OWNED PRESS. THE SOVIET 
EMBASSY, ON ITS OWN BEHALF, SENT A WRITTEN 
MESSAGE OF SYMPATHY TO FONMIN WILLS ON 
OCTOBER 8. TO DATE THE SOVIET MESSAGE IS THE 
ONLY SUCH MESSAGE FROM A RESIDENT DIPLOMATIC 
MISSION TO BE PUBLISHED; HOWEVER, BRITISH HIGH 
COMMISSION HAS INFORMED ME THAT THE HIGH 
COMMISSIONER IS SENDING A MESSAGE OF SYMPATHY TODAY. 

3. ACTION REQUESTEE: IN VIEW OF THE EXTREME 
LOCAL SENSITIVITY SURROUNDING THIS MATTER AND 
THE GOG'S APPARENT NEED FOR TRANQUILIZERS OVER 
IT, I PROPOSE TO SEND, IF THE DEPARTMENT DOES 
NOT OBJECT, THE FOLLOWING EXPRESSION OF 
SYMPATHY TO FONMIN WILLS ON THE EMBASSY'S 
BEHALF IN TIME FOR PUBLICATION OCTOBER 14: 

"YOUR EXCELLENCY - ON MY OWN BEHALF 
AND THAT OF THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA, I WOULD LIKE TO CONVEY TO YOU, YOUR 
GOVERNMENT, AND YOUR PEOPLE OUR DEEPEST 
CONDOLENCES OVER THE TRAGIC LOSS WHICH YOU 
HAVE SUFFERED AS A RESULT OF THE RECENT 
AVIATION DISASTER OFF BARBODOS." 

BLACKEN 
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